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METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT 1074/33 — LEIGHTON BEACH  
AND ENVIRONS 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [4.06 pm]: I present today for 
tabling metropolitan region scheme amendment 1074/33, which will finally deliver the former Leighton 
marshalling yards for protection as parks and recreation in the region scheme. Members may recall the 
significant community debate over the ongoing use of the former Leighton marshalling yards that occurred over 
14 years ago. In 1996, a large area at the southern end of the site was zoned urban and that section is now the 
subject of development. Following that, in December 2000, the Leighton planning guidelines were prepared in 
consultation with the community to guide future development in the remaining areas. A recommendation of the 
guidelines was that the majority of the former marshalling yards be reserved for parks and recreation. 

The amendment I present today delivers that outcome and preserves some 14.4 hectares of land for regional 
parkland, which will double the width of the existing coastal reserve. Development works for the parklands north 
and south of the Leighton Beach Surf Life Saving Club will commence this winter. Adjustments are also being 
made to the road reservations for Curtin Avenue, Tydeman Road and Port Beach Road so they reflect new 
constructed alignments. In addition, nine hectares will be reclaimed at Rous Head to allow additional land 
backing onto berths at North Quay. Environmental approval has been given to this project. The McCall Centre 
and local Montessori school at the northern end of Leighton will be protected by a special-purposes reserve. 

The main outcome is, however, the creation of parks and recreation reserves. These reflect the Leighton ocean-
side parklands master plan, which will transform the former marshalling yards into parkland and beach-related 
public facilities. Public amenity and access will be improved and the environment and community will be the 
ultimate winners. I understand that development of the parklands will commence this winter. 

In accordance with the statutory provisions for region scheme amendments, this amendment was advertised for 
three months in 2004. Twenty-five submissions were received that contained 18 comments of support, two 
matters of objection and 12 general comments. Copies of the submissions and the WA Planning Commission’s 
report on submissions are also tabled today. 

[See papers Nos 585 and 586.] 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


